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LEADERSHIP The Threat and Impact of Invasive Speciesin the West:

Strategiesfor Successful Control and Prevention

Summary Statement:

Americas forests and grasslands are under invasion by invasive species. They can rapidly establish,
weaken or kill native trees, degrade wildlife habitat, alter nutrient cycles, negatively affect fire regimes
and threaten basic ecosystem functions. The Western Forestry Leadership Coalition (WFLC) strongly
endorses thelist of actions and goals described in this policy statement for effective invasive species
prevention and control effortsin the West. The continued introduction and accelerated spread of inva-
Sive species are some of the greatest natural resources concerns in the West - prevention and control
arecritical.

Background:

Invasive species affect each of our lives, all regions of the United States, and every country. Society
pays an ever increasing price for invasive species - costs measured not just in dollars, but also in dam-
aged goods and equipment, power failures, food and water shortages, environmental degradation, in-
creased rates and severity of natural disasters, disease and insect epidemics. The estimated economic
cost of invasive species to Americansis $137 hillion every year.

Second only to direct habitat destruction, the invasive speciesissueis the greatest threat to native bio-
diversity. Invasive Species have negatively impacted, directly or indirectly, up to 46% of all listed
threatened and endangered species.

Western I mpacts:

Western forests have national significance. Forested lands provide sixty-six percent of all our nation’s
fresh water, support critical wildlife systems, are an important source of wood products, provide parks
and wilderness areas and include many of the nation’ s natural treasures that attract people from around
the world. Western states are spending hundreds of millions of dollars to control infestations and dam-
age caused by such invasive pest species as the citrus long-horned beetle, purple loosestrife, and dis-
ease pathogens such as sudden oak death and blister rust. Invasive species do not recognize land own-
ership boundaries and invade Federal, State and private lands with equal vigor. It is estimated that in-
vasive plants occupy 133 million acres nationally, and are spreading at arate of 1.7 millions acres per
year.

Position:

A successful invasive species program must be developed through coordinated efforts of Federal,
State, Tribal and local stakeholders. The Western Forestry Leadership Coalition supports the following
actions and goals as part of awest-wide invasive species prevention and control strategy. These actions
support the National Invasive Species Council’s Approved Management Plans and the Forest Service's
National Strategy for Invasive Species Management (see Resources)

! Aninvasive speciesisdefined as a species that is not native to that ecosystem and does or is likely to cause economic or
environmental harm, or harm to human health. (Executive Order 13112)
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